subject. Till the day of their engagement, nay till the hour
of proposal on his part, and the very instant of acceptance
on hers, each had looked upon marriage, when the thought
of it occurred, as a distant possibility, more or less desirable,
according to the circumstances which introduced the
thought, and the mood in which it was entertained. And
when it was spoken of sportively, as might happen, in re-
lation to either the one or the other, it was lightly treated as
a subject in which they had no concern. But from the time
of their engagement, it seemed to both the most serious
event of their lives.
In the Dutch village of Broek, concerning which, singular
as the habits of the inhabitants are, travellers have related
more peculiarities than ever prevailed there, one remarkable
custom shows with how serious a mind some of the Holl-
anders regard marriage. The great house door is never
opened but when the Master of the House brings home his
Bride from the altar, and when Husband and Wife are borne
out to the grave. Dr. Dove had seen that village of great
Baby-houses, but though much attached to Holland, and to
the Dutch as a people, and disposed to think that we might
learn many useful lessons from our prudent and thrifty
neighbours, he thought this to be as preposterous, if not as
shocking a custom, as it would be to have the bell toll at a
marriage, and to wear a winding sheet for a wedding gar-
ment.
We look with wonder at the transformations that take
place in insects, and yet their physical metamorphoses are
not greater than the changes which we ourselves undergo
morally and intellectually, both in our relations to others
and in our individual nature. Chaque indtvidu, considere
separementy differe encore de lui meme par Veffet du terns; il
devient un autre> en quelque maniere^ aux diverses tpoques de
sa vie. Uenfant^ Vhomme fait, le vieillard, sont comme autant
d'Grangers unis dans une seule personne par le lien mysterieux
du souvenir. 1 Of all changes in life, marriage is certainly the
greatest, and though less change in every respect can very
rarely be produced by it in any persons than in the Doctor
and his wife, it was very great to both. On his part it was
1 Necker.
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